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Competition Information
Key Dates
Opening date for entries:  Wednesday 2nd September 2026

Closing date for entries: Friday 2nd October 2026

Semi-finalists notified: Friday 9th October 2026

Semi-final heats: Saturday 17th October 2026 (North)

Sunday 18th October 2026 (South)

Finalists notified:  w/c Monday 19th October 2026

Final & prize ceremony:  Tuesday 17th  & Wednesday 18th November 2026

The competition aims to assess general business skills and awareness of 
agri-business issues and comprises 3 stages:

1. Initial entry by e-mail

2. Regional Semi-final heats held on farms in Scotland.

3. Final at Agriscot

Competition Format

      Inital Entry

Competitors must be aged between 18 and 25 at the time of the AgriScot event (18th 
November 2026).  

Competitors must be prepared to have their photograph taken, copies of which may 
be used in press promotion.  

Please also note that excerpts from the entry statement (see below) may be quoted 
in press releases promoting the Business Skills competition. 

You are required to submit:

1) A CV which should include date of birth and full contact details
2) A statement of 200 (min) to 400 (max) words on the 2026 competition topic.

This statement can be in the format of a written or video submission and
attached to your email entry.

Topic: What should be the top priority for Scottish agriculture over the next 25 years, 
and how can the industry achieve it?

Entries must be e-mailed to heather.kerr@sruc.ac.uk by 4pm by Friday 2nd October 
2026.

Please state on your initial entry which semi-final you would prefer to attend.

1.
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      Semi-Final Heats2.

On farm semi-final heats will be held on Saturday 17th (New Deer) and Sunday 18th 
(Carstairs) October 2026.  

Semi-finalists selected from the initial entries will be informed and their entry 
confirmed by Friday 9th October 2026 by the co-ordinator.

When semi-finalists are confirmed, they will be given:

a) A start time

b) Address and directions to the farm where the semi-final heat is being held

(Note: for any competitors travelling from the Islands – AgriScot may be able to
assist with travel expenses)

c) Details of the main enterprises on the competition farm

On arrival at the farm semi-finalists will be given an initial briefing and tour of the 
farm before being handed over to a panel of judges who will take them round a 
predetermined route on the farm with stops to discuss aspects of the farm 
enterprises.  

Semi-finalists can expect to be on the competition farm for about 1½ hours in total.

      Final3.

The top competitors from the semi-finals will go through to the Final. The Business 
Skills Competition Co-ordinator, Heather Kerr, will inform the successful candidates 
week commencing Monday 19th October 2026.

Finalists will be required to attend the AgriScot event from 3pm on Tuesday 17th 
November 2026.   During the afternoon, finalists will be allocated a new product 
being promoted at the show which they will be required to assess and evaluate.

You will be provided accommodation on the night of Tuesday 17th November 2026  
to allow you prepare your presentation for the judges the next day.

Finalists will be interviewed by a panel of judges on the morning of the AgriScot 
event (Wednesday 18th November 2026).  During the interview, finalists will present 
their evaluation of the new product in addition to answering questions on business 
management skills and topical agri-business issues.

Prizes
The result of the competition will be announced late morning and all finalists 
will be presented with a framed certificate.  The overall winner will receive a 
cheque for £1,000, and the two individuals who come runner-up will each 
receive £250. These will be presented in the main ring at an appropriate pause 
in the cattle judging during AgriScot 2026.   
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